
Whistler Sailing Association 
The Electrification of Alta Lake



Presentation 
Overview

● Operation overview
● Project goals
● What have we done so 

far?  
● What have we learned? 
● What are the challenges? 
● What are the next steps? 

     



Why does Whistler 
Sailing need 
motor boats? 

     



     

In 2017, Whistler 
Sailing 
began the 
Preserving 
Alta Lake Project. 
(see plan at 
Whistlersailing.com)



Technology for electric outboard

● Electric and gasoline equivalent
● Battery weight 
● Lithium ¼ weight of  lead acid batteries 
● Range

     



Phase 1 - 2017
● The first electric motor joins Whistler 

Sailing  

● Purchased entirely by a private 
donor

● Torqeedo brand from Germany 48v 
with 4 large RV/Marine type 31 deep 
cycle 12V lead acid batteries

● Overall, we are pleased with the 
result

     



Phase 2 - 2019
● The second motor joins the 

fleet
● Funded by our own 

fundraising, a grant and a 
private donor

● Same motor with a different 
battery. Lithium which is 
much lighter 

● Challenges encountered 

     



What are some of our 
challenges?

 

● Battery and software problems

● Battery weight and size 

● Waterproof installation in boats

● Lack of local dealer and
servicing 

 

     



But our two biggest 
challenges… 

     



Cost

Larger motors cost prohibitive may need to purchase different 
boats to achieve goal which is not considered in this budget. 

          



Infrastructure
● Whistler Sailing’s current infrastructure is a key 

limiting factor at this time preventing us from 
transitioning the rest of the fleet to electric

● Electrical system in club cabins at capacity

● Electricity on dock and charging stations will be 
required (just like your electric car), batteries 
are attached to boats 

● WSA operates on RMOW property would need 
to collaborate to make improvements      



The next steps....
     



Thank you!

Questions?

whistlersailing.com

     


